MAGAZINE. 


"WE THAT DOETH TRUTH COMETH TO THE LIGHT, THAT HIS DEEDS MAY BE MADE MANIFEST, 
THAT THEY ARE OF GOD—Messiah. | 
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» VOL, Ii, CINCINNATI, NOVEMBER, 1856. 


Anniversary of the Bible Union. — 


‘THE PERESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


all its days ; and at each returning an- 
-niversary it shoujd rear a new and 
costlier monument to the glory of its 


Men, Breruren, ann Faruers:—| Strength and Shield. 
We hail you as lovers of God and his} When we organized this Union in 
_word, and welcome you to another|/1850, we were few and feeble. All 
anniversary of the American Bible| that we could claim was one great 
Union. As Israel came up annually) principle, a principle, however, which 
from his tents, in the olden times, to| sparkled like a gem of great price im- 
- celebrate the praises of Jehovah at/| bedded by faith and tears into the es- 
Jerusalem, so we meet to open the new] cutcheon which our leadercarried be- 


cies tous. Let us begin this Bible fes-| went out not knowing whether we went. 
tival, then, by laying aside, for a few; A number of the fathers have fallen 
moments, our emblems of pilgrimage.| asleep since that time, but some re- 
Let us put off our shoes from our feet,| main with #s, and we all, whether 
and look back upon all the way in! f):hers or brethren, believe that the 
which our Lord hath led us. Wher-| Bible Union is the child of Divine 
ever a grateful heart beats in praise for} Providence, tender to him as the aur 
mercies Past, they are pledges to that| of his eye, and as inseparable from his 
heart of blessings tocome. The more} love as the engraving on the palm of 
the men of this stamp receive from|his hands. 1am sure that I speak the 
God, the more they may expect, as|sober feelings both of my own heart 
David says, ‘‘ Thou hast deen a shelter| and yours, when I say this morning 
for me and a strong tower from the en-| that our souls are struggling for alter- 
emy. I will abide in thy tabernacle! nate utteranees of contrition under his 
for ever.”? If one Society should out-| chastisement, and of exultation for his 
strip all others on the face of the earth, | deliverances: so that if it were proper 
in holy emulation to pour out its adora-| to give vent to those pent-up emotions, 
tions at the feet of the King immortal,} we should fall into the example of the 
surely it is the Bible who bent over the foun- 


Goodness and. mercy have followed it 
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dation of the second temple :—many 
would “* weep with a loud voice, and 
many would shout for joy, so that the 

ple could not discern the noise of 
the shout of Joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the le.’ 

chery’ id an unseen hand 
which shapes the lot of man. It en~ 
compasses all that is precious in his’ 
associated capacity as well as in his in- 
dividual personality. So strongly do | 
cling to this faith, that if you should 
take from me every other proof and 
yet leave me the evidence which God 
has given of this fact in every histori- 
cal development of the Bible Union, I 
could trust to the end. Our path has 
not been one of uninterrupted prosper- 
ity, and yet we have been wonderfully 
prospered. Neither have we been led 
through the tangles of unmitigated ad- 
versity, and yet we have been wonder- 
fully chastised. But should we be per- 
plexed, therefore, as if some strange 
thing had hap 
be unworthy of us as dear children of 

_ him who hath never left us nor for- 
saken us. Even in nature, all things 
work together for good. God tempers 

the seasons for the animation of our 
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they sting by cold. He holds the winds 
in his fists ;—now they fan in zephyrs, 
now they roll in storms, and now they 
roar in gales. God guides the destiny 


he stoops to feed ravens and sparrows, 
and to count the very hairs of your 
heads. And can he care less than this 
_ for anything which relates to the king- 
a dom of hisdear Son? His providence 

| ; may be enveloped in a sombre hue or 

7 draped in mystic darkness. Its mas- 
i sive wheels may appear to crush prin- 
ple and prejudice—singleness of eye 
and bigotry—those who are very jeal- 
ous for the truth, and those who jeer 
their zeal—into one indiscriminate 
mass. Many coura 
shuddered and shrunk back at their 


approaching and ponderous 


pened tous? This would} 
earth, now they scorch by heat, and now: 


of states and the helm of*worlds, yet 
| | hope.” 


us souls have’ 


‘tions:—‘ As for the wheels,” says 
Ezekiel, ‘it was cried unto them in 
my hearing, O wheel.’’ The mechan- 
ism of providential revolution only 
renders their operations more intricate, 
not to say inscrutable, even to the 
‘strongest faith. They are “so high 
that they are dreadful,” and ‘‘ there is 
'. wheel within a wheel,” as if they go 
dap-hazard, a blur in wild confusion, 
cutting each other at right angles. But 
6 every wheel is full of eyes round 
about,’ so that they look in every di- 
rection and all is order and harmony. 
There is no confusion, no distraction, 
not a jar nor a flaw in the providences 
of a thousand ages. More than this, 
they are all controlled by one spring, 
ey all revolve to one motion, ‘‘ they 
go straight forward ” to the consumma- 
tion of one grand design,—but are 
never hurried and never fail of their 
mission,—‘‘ for the spirit of the living 
creature is in the wheels.” 
As we draw near and see this great 
sight, God challenges us to “ be still,” 
that we may study his mysterious ways 
to man,—to “be still,” and become 
better versed in the true philosophy of 
human nature,——to ‘* be still,’’ that our 
faith may penetrate beyond an over- 
weening confidence in our sight,—to 
« be still,” from our flounderings under 
adversity and see the salvation of God. 
Thus ‘tribulation worketh patience,, 
and patience experience, and experience 
This has been the uniform 
history of the Bible Union; tribula- 
tion, patience, experience, hope. What 
our history would have been without 
this golden thread running through it. 
no onecan tell. See the great onan 
which has been wrought in the public. . 
demand for faithful versions of the 
‘Seriptures in the last six years, and 
ou may be able to tell in part, at least, 
aie much tribulation, patience, expe- 
‘rience, and hope have done towards it. 
At that time the world was compara- 


tively asleep on the subject. For the 
most part, good men of all Christian 
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the English language is spoken, were 
alarmed at the thought of such an in- 
novation as a revision of the English 
Bible. You could searcely get a hear- 
ing of any kind; fairor unfair, through 
the religious or secular press in any di- 
rection. Indignation and wrath seized 
the less guarded among otherwise 
gentle-spirited men, and the bigoted 
and superstitious took alarm as if the 
very foundations of the earth were fo 
be removed. But now we see general 
inquiry awake on the subject. Almost 
every newspaper in America and Great 
Britain has entered into the discussion, 
in one way or another, and better that 


they should oppose us, if they do it|p 


honestly, than let the whole subject 
stagnate. Principally through the 
acency of the Union the minds of emi- 
nent men in England have been stirred 
up to discuss the matter in Parliament 
and through the press, and a move- 
ment has been started there in favor of 
revision which can never be stopped. 
Our increasing strength as a body suf. 
ficiently attests the turn of the public 
mind in this country, and especially so 
in vicw of the powerful combination 
of wit, ridicule, honest oppositiou from 
bold journalists, and side stabs from 
cowards, which we mét at every turn, 
and which consigns us to the tomb as 
regularly as the yearrolls round. The 
present has been a memorable year in 
thatr . The mourners have gone 
about the streets, and the minstrels and 
the people have been making a great 
noise, and they will be slow of heart 
to believe the voice which says to-day, 
‘“‘ Give place: for the maid is not dead, 
but sleepeth ;”? yea, perhaps, like their 
great progenitors, they ‘will laugh it to 
scorn. 
count, I know of no words, however, 
Which would present the past and pre- 
sént of the’ Union so forcibly as those 
of the Psalmist, where lic says, Thou 
hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou 
hast cast out the heathen, and planted’ 


denominations, and nations, too, where it. hou pre 


aking every thing into ac-|go 


room before it, 
and didst cause it to take deep root 
and it filled the land. She sent out 
her boughs unto the sea, and her 
branches unto the river.” es 
Every step which we have taken has 
been narrowly watched, as it ought to 
be. Every obstruction has been 
thrown in our way by those who seek 
the overthrow of the enterprise, and 
what a fight of affliction the Union has 
endured, our Lord only knows. Atthe 
first we meet with disappointment af- 
ter disappointment in the effort to se- 
cure assistance from the learned, and 
each succeeding defeat drew forth new 
expressions of delight and new pro- 
hesies of ruin, from those who waftch- 
ed the movement only for evil. This 
drove us to greater care in maturing 
our plans and greater trust in God in ex- 
ecuting them; and so ‘‘tribulation work- 
ed patience.” Since those plans were 
matured, and we succeeded in obtain-. 
ing the aid of a number of eminent 
scholars, several years have elapsed in 
patience working experience.’ “ Ex- 
perience” in trying the constitutional 
organization of the Union. ‘* Expe- 
rience” in testing the devotion of its 
membership to the principle on which 
it stands. “ riencé’’ in putting 
the plan of revision, the scholarship of 
the men upon it, and the 
preliminary work which they have ex- 
ecuted, to the proof; justas you would: 
prove metals by intense heat. How 
fiery this ordeal has been, your souls 
know right well. From the first the 
Union sternly refused, by its constitu- 
tion to admit any religious test into, 
the organization, and for this all ‘its 
members have been branded with lati-: 
tudinarianism. But each of them has 
one forwardin his path of duty, hold-. 
ing fast the faith as he understands if, 
under the divine right of private judg- 
ment. Just when the institution had 
determined its basis of faith and prac-_ 
tice, when all hearts were reposing in. 


lthe assurance of an easy victory, and 


Ax 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
4 > 


ates 


? 


Caristian Macaane, 


all eyes were fixed upon our unwaver- 
ing standard bearer :—a standard-bear- 
er towering head and shoulders above 
all my Lord’s prophets among us, alas ! 
~ Our ensign quivered in hi p, and 


he fell!. Then the giants who thought} 


us bread for them, exclaimed: ‘‘ Howl, 


fir tree; for the cedar is fallen !”—|. 


Verily they “‘thonght evil against us, 
but God meant it unto geod.” It 
bound us closer to the principle on 
which we started ; it taught us the ne 
cessity of making greater sacrifices for 
the truth; and, above all, it gave us a 
practical comment upon the acknowl- 
edged truth, that though humanity be 
of the noblest cast, it is but ‘* as the 
flower of the grass, while the word of 
our God endureth for ever.” Truly, 
we may subscribe to the apostolic doc- 
trine, that ‘patience worketh experi- 
ence. 
~My brethren, allow me to say here, 
that during the last year, “‘ experience ”’ 
has been busy among us * working 
hope.” And O, what a marvellous 
thing is hope, and pre-eminently so is 
Christian hope. A noble statue, truly, 
amid the ruins of the human temple. 
In Christian ripeness or maturity, the 
apostle puts “‘ patience ” far in the van 
of tribulation,” and experience 
far in advance of ‘‘ patience,” but how. 
immeasurably ‘ hope ” leads them all. 
You see, then, how God proportions 
props to your burdens First 
trials come the heaviest, when you 
have no “ patience ’’ and no *‘ experi- 
ence” to lift you above them. But 
when you come to know historically 
and experimentally, as well as by faith, 
that God is unchangeable, you feel that 
ou cannot doubt, come what may.— 
ope always feels the strongest when 
she has come out of the severest trials, 
provided God were with her. Hope 
always listens to her sweetest music, 
when she mounts above the wildest 
desolations. Hope always sings her 
most stiring songs, when her. heart 


forcibly Campbell depicts her power to 
draw new elasticity from her last s 
gle, and claim immortality in the very 
ashes of destruction. Hear him— 
“When rapt in fire the realms of either glow, 
And Heaven’s last thunder shakes the world below, 
Thou, undismayed, shalt o’er the ruin smile, ___ 
And light thy torch at/Nature’s funeral pile. 
As a Union, we have passed through 
the stages of “ tribulation,’ and ‘‘ pa- 
tience,” and *‘ experience,” in a re 
stricted sense, and now we are brought 
to the strongest exercises of hope.” 
Brethren, look off upon the horizon, 
this morning, as the servant of the 
prophet looked from Carmel. What 
ase you? lines of a 
w, penciling the retiring storm? 
Ob.” you say, “‘we think we do.” 


‘Well, that is hope! Then thank God 


and take courage. Sweep up to the 
zenith, and tell me what you discover 
there. ‘* Oh,’ you say, ‘* we see some- 


thing like a heavenly visitant, some 


struggling radiance piercing the clouds 
and darkness:—a star already risen 
over Jacob, and a sceptre waving over 
Isracl.” Well, that is hope! “ Why 


art thou cast down, O my soul; and 


why art thou disquieted within me?” 
Now look down into your own hearts, 
and see if there be any owing 

left in your breasts. ‘‘Oh, yes,” you 
say, ‘‘ we both see and feel something 
in that dark corner, like the smoking 
flax:—like a warning spark on an 
Arctic sea.’’ Well, that is hope! 
Wherefore did ye doubt, O ye of little 
faith?” After all, God has but called 
us to a more thorough sifting of our 
work, and a more determined resolu- 
tion to cleave closer and closer to one 
another, to our great res to its. 
universal application. And now, bene- 
fited by the ings which we suffer, and 
inspired by the hope which we cherish, 
we may expect greater things than we 
have yet séen. Hope is nei j 
nor seductive, when bought at such a 


bounds from crushing troubles. . How 


price, and, therefore, it ‘* maketh not 
ashamed.” 
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he will deliver you out of all your dis- 
~ tresses. He will make the storm a 
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This is the mysterious way in which’ 
God has always led the followers of 
that which is good. Even the Church 
which he hath purchased with his most 
precious blood, has been brought 
through fire ‘and water into a 
wealthy place. And can a simple so- 
ciety of this character complain if it 
be subjected to the same mysterious 
leadings? Who ever supposed that 
God would drive the converts of Pen- 
tecost away from the apostles’ feet by 

ecution, that they might learn to 
ove him more perfectly, by the dust 
which sparkled in the path before them, 
flecked with the blood of the saints ? 
A vulture’s eye had not seen that path, 
and yet to them it was the way of life. 
This’ was the strength he had in store 
for them against the emergency of a 
failing , and every drop. of that 
dusty blood preached to them of *‘ pa- 
tience, experience,” and a ‘“‘hope that 
maketh not ashamed,” in a better re-. 
surrection.. 

Brethren, apply these gospel truths 
to your present necessities. _ ‘‘ Cry un- 
to the Lord in all your troubles, and 


a calm, so that the waves thereof are 

still. Then will you be glad paneer, 

they be quiet; so he will bring y 

into your desired haven. Oh, ghat 

men ano raise the Lord for his 
for his wonderful works 

to the of men.”’ 

Since the Annual Report was s adopt- 
ed, another manager, one of the con- 
stituent members of the American Bi- 
ble Union, has cont His high 
character for p , and in- 
telligent zeal in t Bible re- 
vision, renders his wel a bereave- 
ment of no ordinary kind. Just be- 
fore his departure, and when he was 
expecting the summons from his’ 


Heavenly er, he sent a message 


at we would never undertake or prose- 


fervent supplication for divine guid-’ 
ance. May this exhortation be ever 
remembered, and the rule invariably 
observed both by. the Board and the 
Union.—N. Y. Chronicle. 


Christian System, No. 12. 


| “ And upon the e first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to 
break bread.” Acts xx. 7. In the 
first division of the New Testament, 


by the names of their authors, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, is given 


of the Lord Jesus. <A _ belief of that 


lief is necessary to a scriptural intro- 
duction into the church of the living 
God. But it is in the second division 
of the New Testament, comprising the 


| Acts of the Apostles, that the course of 


| worship requifed of the church. is 


taught. We have already considered, 
the subjects Prayer and Praise, and we 
wish now to call your attention to an- 
thero important duty, contained in the 
u | passage quoted at the head of this ar- 
ticle. | 

The observance in some way, and at 
some times, of the Lord’s Supper (or, 
as it is sometimes called,*the ‘*‘ Com- 
munion’”’ or the “ breaking of the 
loaf”’) is, we believe, common to all 
who profess to acknowledge the divine 
authority of the New Testament.— 
Comparatively few, however, appear 
to have clear scriptural views of its 
mature and importance, But from an 
examination of the subject in the light 
of divine revelation, we have come to 
the following conclusions touching the 


the Board, his daying exhortation, 
cute any important measure without 


whole subject: First, that it is an in- 


comprising the books usually known 


the testimony concering the Messiahship 


testimony and a confession of that be-. 
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its institution : 


Offered himself once for all, it is evi- 


stitution appointed by the Lord J csus 
Christ, and is obligatory on all his fol- 
lowers. This is evident from the lan- 
guage of our Saviour, to his disciples 
‘* And he took bread 
and gaye thanks, and brake it, and 
gave unto them, saying, This is my 
body which is given for you: this do 


itfremembrance of me. “Likewise, al- 
s0, thé cup after supper, saying: This 


cup is the New Testament in my blood, 


which is shed for you.” | 


“We learn that one design of this in- 
stitution is t0 commemorate the Lord’s 
death. It is the most effectual means 
of calling to mind the sufferings of the 
Savior and of awakening in the hearts 
of those who partake of the memorials 
of his broken body and shed blood, 
a feeling of gratitude, indebtedness, 
and love, to the author and finisher of 
their salvation. As all christians need 
to be reminded of the “mercies of 


God” and the vast sacrifice that was 


made for them when the Son of God 


dent that the Savior intended it for 
all who should believe on him during’ 
the continuance of the christian dis- 
pensation. Whatever is essential to 
the christian growth of one congrega- 
tion or one member of the body, is ne- 
cessary to the prosperity of every 
member, and all congregations. This 
is true of prayer and praise, and it is 
equally so of the solemn and. interest- 
ne institution which enjoins it upon. 
oP followers of the Lord Jesus 0. 

“show forth, his death’ till he. comes 


again,” F 


sage first quoted to teach that it 


:| should be attended to on every 

day. We are aware that this propo- 
sition conflicts with the practice, and 
possibly with the theory of many, who, 
for their piety, devotion, and religious 
zeal we greatly esteem and admire,— 


it contains. 


break bread and from the manner in 


| which the fact of their meeting on 


the first day of the week ”’ is mention- 


od, it is evident that the writer looked 


upon their meeting on that day as a 
matter of course, and as something 


with which the brethren were familiar, 


and to which they were accustomed. The 
peculiarity of the meeting was Paul’s 
preaching, while the meeting of the 


and the breaking of the bread are men- 
tioned incidentally and as matters of 
course. Indeed every argumeut that 
can be brought to show the duty of 
christians to meet at all on every Lord’s 
day, whether to sing, or pray, or ex- 
hort, or to hear preaching, will apply 
| with equal, if not double force to the ob- 
servance of this commemorative supper. 

How apposite to our wants is such 
an arrangement! Six days we are 


trials of this world—thrown amidst in- 
fluences and’ temptations that are cal- 


of duty—to arouse our affections from. 
heaven:to earth, and to make us forget 
that we have no continuing city here 


no abiding place on earth. But the 


‘Still we see not how they can come to: 
any other conclusion than that which. 


The primary object of the meeting. 
| spoken of by Luke was not to hear. 
Paul preach, as many suppose, but “to 


disciples ‘‘on the first day of the week,” 


busied and perplexed by the cares and. 


culated. to lead us astray from the path . 
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bieabed Savior so well understood our| 
nature—so well knew our proneness 
to become engrossed in the things of 
time and sense, that he introduced in- 
to the religious worship of his church, 

a commemorative institution, there ev- 
er to remain, that his followers might 
have their minds refreshed and called 
back to the great centre of all true re- 
ligion—the sacrifice of the Son of God. 
At the table of the Lord they see the 
emblem of that body which was made 
the object of all the contumely, and 
scorn, and hatred, and persecution, and 
cruelty, that a sinful world could heap 
upon purity and imnocence. In the 
cup they see a vivid representation of 
that blood, without which there could 
be no remission of sins. The mind of 
the beholder is carried back to Calvary. 
By faith they see the Lord of Glory 
extended on the cross. They see his 
body bruised and mangled, and his 
precious blood pour forth from his 
They see him in his ex- 
piring groans, when the “iniquities 
of us all were heaped upon him,” and he 
cried out, “‘ My God! my God! why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Surely no 
one could be so lost to a sense of grati- 
tude to God and to the Svior who 
died that they might live, as not to be 
benefited by the weekly observance of 
this solemn institution. Thechristian, 
after enjoying such a season is strength- 
ened in his soul—his spiritual strength 
is renewed, and he is prepared more 
successfully to combat the combined 
influences of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, than he otherwise would 
have been. Our blessed Lord has 
graciously ordained it for the weekly 


observance of his followers, that they 
may go forth to their daily avocations 
“strong in the Lord and the power of 
his might.” 

Third, the preparation necessary for 


its observance on the part of the chris- 
tian is self-examination. 


Many per- 
sons erroneously suppose that the 
Lord’s supper is a test of christian fel- 
lowship, one with an another, and con- 


sequently they cannot set down at his 


table without examining their breth- 
ren. Ifa brother has done wrong, 
they absent themselves from the Lord’s 
table, and not unfrequently from his 


house, seeming to think the miscon- 


duct of somebody else a sufficient jus- 


tification forsuch a course. Not un- 
frequently members of the church say, 
in self-vindication, cannot com- 
mune with sucha manas A. I can- 
not worship in the same house with 
such persons as B. and C.” They for- 
get that in this matter they are not 
constituted judges of their brethren— 
that they are not required to examine 


the membership with whom they stand 


connected ; but on the contrary they 


are to “examine themselves and so 
eat.’ They entirely overlook the sig- 
nificant fact that our Lord himself, 
when he first instituted it, partook with 
one whom he knew would, in a short 
time, betray him into the eau of his 
enemies. 

The should examine him- 


self—he should take a retrospective 
view of his ‘actions’ during the’ past 


‘week, and if in any 


wounded the cause christianity, if 


he has said or done any thing to cause 
himself to be a stumbling-block to cin- 
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“ners, or a hin to his he in the shape of 
should seek forgiveness at a throne of} tations, or prayer, or thanksgiving for — 
grace, and as far as possible, make re-|the loaf and cup, are inimical to the 
paration for the injuries he has inflicted.| original design of the institution.— 
Seasons of prayer and communion with| Much of the good effects of its obser- 
God—a drawing away of the mind from| vance also depend upon the congrega- 
this world—its cares and its vanities| tion assembled. A becoming serious- 
—are the best preparation for parti-| ness on their part, an engagedness in 
cipation in this solemn yet delightful} the accompanying devotional exercises 
duty. .If we examine ourselves, and}is indispensible, not only for their in- 
are individually prepared, the conduct} dividual benefit, but that a proper and 
of others will not necessarily: hinder} healthful influence may be exerted on 
us from a profitable waiting upon God} the brotherhood, and especially upon 
in this—one of the institutions which] spectators who may be present. . 
he has ordained for the benefit of his} In the proper observance of the 
children while here on earth. Lord’s Supper, we not only ‘show 

Fourth, no formuda, or detailed rules| forth ”” his death"to our brethren, who. 
are given for its observance. Like| partake with us of the emblems of his 
every thing else in christianity, the|body and blood, but it is one of the 
thing itself is enjoined, while those} most effectual ways of showing it to 
things pertaining to it—the circum-| those who are only lookers on. 
stantials, are left to be decided by the} Inconclusion we remark that all that 
discretion and judgment. of those in-| is necessary to insure a full attendance 
terested and the surrounding circum-| of all sincere professors of christianity 
stances; always, however, with the] atthe house of God and at the Lord’s ~~ 
proviso that every thing should be} table, is a just appreciation, on the part 
done ‘‘ decently and in order.” | of the. members individually, of the 
_ There is a sense of propriety neces-|nature and design of the Lord’s day, 
sary on the part of those who under- ‘the Lord’s house, and the Lord’s table. 
take to minister in holy things, with- When we all realize that it is for our 
out which the beauty and harmony of| benefit that they were all instituted, — 
the divine arrangement is necessarily| and that we cannot neglect the obser- 
more or less marred, and in nothing is| vance of either without great detri- 
this more manifest than in this institu-| ment to our christian enjoyment and 
tion. The haste with which itis gone} the endangering of our eternal welfare, 
through by some, especially when at-|the brains of professors will be no 
i tended to reaching, should be de-| longer taxed for plausible excuses for 


precatedgy every one, while an un-/the neglect of that which should be 
4 due tediousness on the other hand /considerdd no more a duty than a priv- 


should also be avoided. We think,}ilege, May God, in his mercy, ena- 
also, that remarks, however proper in| ble ‘us all to show forth our faith in a 


themselves, which are foreign to the |, once crucified, but now risen and ex- 
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alted Savior, until he comes again, (fearful dangers'are these poor innocents 


not only in the observance of his in- 
stitutions, but in our daily walk and 
conversation, that we may be prepared 
to rejoice in his appearance when he 
comes again to receive up into glory 
all those who love him and keep his 
commandments ! J. B. 


2 Sympathy for Masters, No. 2. 


The dangers to which masters are 
continually exposed, form another ar- 
ac wherefore we should pity slave- 

olders. \These dangers are not always 
of a physical character, but frequently 
of a kind, against which no courage, 
prowess, or foresight is of any avail. I 
allude to the corrupting influence of 
degraded soctety. Slaves must neces- 
sarily, be uneducated and ignorant. <A 
slave, roper'y is human 
being divested of his manhood. When 
educated he feels his manhood, asserts 
it, and is free. Hence all the laws 
against teaching slaves to read; ig- 
norance is the —_ of degradation. 
So then slayeholders are compelled to 
And corruption, 
like fire, delights to run up hill. I 
know very well that some Southerners 
are well educated, and highly refined, 
and are continually on their guard, to 
watch the encroachments of this insidi- 
ous means of corruption. They feel 
their danger. They know that evil 
communications corrupt good manners. 
They are conscious of a power of al- 
most irresistible potency, constantly 
pressing down upon their moral and in- 
tellectual susceptibilities : and this pow- 
er too continually tending to d a- 
tion. They feel that if they would pro- 
tect conscience, they must beggar their 
pockets. Their moral interest and their 
pecuniary have become antipodal. To 
advance the one, they must sacrifice 
Bat this. is not all: Have they a 
family of children to raise? To what 


exposed. hile learning to think and 
talk, how apt are they to learn the vul- 
gar thoughts and slang of the slaves, 
in preference to the more elevated sen- 
timents of their tender.mother. And 
as they advance in years, the danger 
still increases. Slaves are generally 
considered the proper butts of fault- 
finding, and scolding, and children 
readily learn to scold and to give loose 
to passion. Instead of learning to bri- 
dle and curb their passion, (which 
should be the first lesson tanght to all 
children) they are allowing their pas- 
sions to gain the ascendant, over 
their reason. A most deplorable con- 
dition, to obtain in any being capable 
of rationality. This state of the moral 
faculty not only, argues weakness, but 
it is, in fact, of itself a moral and men- 
tal imbecility, for which no wealth on 
earth can compensate. And when at 
this early stage of life, so much weak- 
ness is introduced into the moral con- 
stitution, how shall such be enabled to 
stand against the temptations of still 
more boisterous passions which are to 
be developed in riper years. 

O, the anxiety—the. restless nights, 
every considerate slaveholding mother 
must experience for the purity of her 
sons, who are verging into manhood, 
What christian father can feel indiffer- 
‘ent to the future happiness of his own 
sons? If wecould conceive that any 
such there be, then is their condition 
'pitiable in the extreme; For in them 
is the process of degradation complete. 
Impurity enjoyment in- 
compatible, for without purity, happi- 
ness cannot exist. If this. be so, what. 
a store of mi and wretchedness are 
laying up for their chil- 
But. more of this anon. 

. Be not thou envious against evil 
men, neith er desire to be with them 
for their heart studieth destruction, an 
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their lips talk of mischief. - gi 
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Ministers Meddling with Politics. | 


Any question properly stated is more 
than half discussed and settled. If the 
question be, ‘‘Whether it is right for 
ministers to meddle with politics,” it 
is a question about which there is no 
controversy. A common signification 
of the word “*meddle’’ is, to interfere 
imipertinently with the concerns of an- 
other. No-minister has a right, in 
this sense, to **meddle” with anything 
orany body. 

So, the word “politics” has two sig- 
nifications. In its general or more 
proper sense it means the opinions and 
the conduct of men as citizens of the 
State. In our country it is often used 
to denote, moreover, the selfish strug- 
ges and intrigues of political parties 

r supremacy and for office. No good 
minister ever claimed a right to engage 
in politics of this lower 

he question in this matter now at 

issue in this country, properly stated, 
is this—‘*Does it fall within the prov- 
ince of the pulpit to discuss the opin- 
ions, principles, and measures of po- 
litical parties in their moral and reli- 
— as ?’ or in a word, to apply 

e standard of right and wrong con- 
tained in the gospel to the conduct of 
men as citizens, and as members of a 
political party 
_ Respecting the question thus stated, 
there is h room enough for discus- 
sion, with at least a large majority of 
our readers. To propose this question 
calmly and plainly is, with many minds, 
to arrive at'once at a just conclusion. 
We wish to saya few things on this 
topic, to those whose minds are still 
somewhat in doubt. And before we 
say them, we wish to premise two things 
which have a general and yet important 
bearing upon this question, First— 


ministers are not priests. They are not} 


a class of men whose. exelusive prov- 
inee it is..to officiate at the altar and to 
concern themselves only with the things 
and services of the arom Since 
our Savior, the great priest of humani- 


ty, went back to heaven, there is not a 


priest on earth. Ministers are not a 


class “ordained for men in things per- 
taining to God” exclusively ; they are 
ordained for men in things pertaining 
to God and humanity. Their office 
therefore does not set them apart from 
all the common duties and cares of life. 
Secondly—the position of ministers in 
thiscountry, under a republican gov- 
ernment, is entirely unlike that of min- 
isters in other ages and countries where 
monarchy prevails. Their sphere of 
influence, and their province of action, 
is here greatly enlarged. The theory of 
our government is that everyman isa 
sovereign, having a perfect right to 
speak, or publish, or vote his own po- 
litical opinions. Every man here has@ 
right to influence public sentiment aad 
political action by all proper means— 
ministers, just as much as politicians, 
just as much as the editor of the New- 
Haven Register, just as much as a load 
of newly imported Irishmen. It is, 
moreover, the theory of our govern- 
ment, and would it were its practice, 
to favor the lar 
On this 


general ground we claim the 


right to have an opinion about political ~ . 


matters and to express that opinion by 
voting, writing, speaking on just occa- 
sions or editing a paper. Where ques- 
tions of right and wrong are concerned, 
we claim the same right of free Ryton 
which all other citizens enjoy, and that 
right we will never surrender to an 
litical but with life itself. 
ese are only considerations. Now 
as to what we wish, in particular, to 
say toa few doubting minds on this 
subject. The opinion that the pulpit 
may speak as freely as it pleases on any 
topic, so long as it is abstract and touch- 
es no. party interests, but that when 
liticians take it up and intermingle 
it with their intrigues for supremacy, 
then the pulpit must be silent and leave 
the whole concrete thing to them and 
to Beeizebub, is an opinion for which 


‘no reason has ever been given. 


a 


gest individual liberty. 
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“We may speak of temperance, until | have they so sacred that even the pulpit 


the time comes when our bee, is 
likely to take effect upon legislation, 
and then, hands off! the politicians, 
“the party,” have it in charge, aud 
ministers must stick to the gospel and 
to certain theological 
We may speak of polygamy for a little 
while, until Deseret with her peculiar 
institution knocks for admission to the 


Union, and then whist! be still! Poly-. 
gamy has become -political,-and some’ 


party or other is trying to ride into pow- 
er on that hobby. e may preach 
about war as an abstraction, but when 


some political party wishes to involve’ 


the country in a war of conquest with 
another then, ‘‘Why cannot 
ministers of el preach some- 
thing besides ities 1” 

No reason for this very singular dis- 
tinction has yet been given. But we 
will give it now. Ministers may not 

upon questions which have be- 
come political, because some party in- 
terests may be affected by it! Is that 
all? Members of Congress from Con- 
necticut! Foster, **Pu 'Wood- 
ruff, and all others who are doing bat- 
tle for the very life of our Republic, 
here, out of the midst of thick dark- 
ness, one cheering piece of intelligence 
from your constituents in this old com- 
monwealth. There are ministers in 
Connecticut, and enough of them too, 
who will preach the principles of the 
gospel to political parties, and hold the 
authors of all the outrages in Kansas 
and in Washington to account at the 
bar of public Ope, and will preach 
with a perfect liberty, if they die for 
it! Courage, “Putnam!” Every let- 
ter you have given us, is a battle and a 
victory for freedom. 

The sentiment we are combating as- 
sumes the rightful supremacy of politi- 
cians and of parties over the individu- 
al opinions and conduct of religious 
men, and indeed over all moral and re- 
ligious considerations. What are par- 
ties and. politicians? What interests 


abstractions ! | 


loriginal language of Philippians 1; 27. 


must be silent before them! There ig 
an organization which has something 
sacred about it. It is the church of 
God, and we will never consent to see 
it in bondage to any political party. 
men, as a political party, repu- 
diate asolemn compact, to clear the way 
for despotism—a despotism more intol- 
erable than that against. which the war 
of the Revolution was waged? May 


they entail slayery upon the soil of freee 


dem, and upon unborn generations of 
men? May they violate the sanctity 
of theballot-box, and establish, by armed 
invasions, a code of laws in 
which surpass in cruelty and injustice 
the legislation of any monarchy in Ena- 
rope or Asia? Can they shoot men 
and hang them because they dare to 
speak of Liberty? Can they destroy 
printing-presses, and banish editors, 
and strike down our Senators in the 
very Capitol, for saying ‘Liberty ?” 
Can these things be done in ‘‘politics’’ 
and justified by half the country, and 
no minister must dare to speak or mut- 
ter his indignation, lest he should carry 
politics into the pulpit ? | 
It ought to be understood by all polj- 
ticians, and it will be yet, that the mor- 
al and religious sentiment of the coun- 
is a force to be taken into account 
when they. deliberate upon questions 
of a political character, when they con- 
struct their platforms and nominate 
men for office ; that when they under- 
take anything of even doubtful morality 
they may. expect to hear from the 
church and the pulpit. When theru- 


lers of Israel did wickedly, they heard 
from the old prophets in no ceremoni- 


ous manner. | | 

It is a fact to be uoticed, that no po- 
litieal party has ever complained of the 
pulpit’ for meddling with politics, ex- 
cept. when its inilnence. has. borne 
against its own interests. If any min, 


ister wants a text for the present crisis, 


we would direct his attention to the 
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“Only let your politics be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ.” —Correspond- 
ent of the New York Independent. 


For the N. w. Christian Wisieesainh: 
A Sermon for the Times. 
_ “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 


every creature.”’ Mark, 16th chap. 15th verse. 


The first inquiry to be made in re- 
gard to the commission, which was 
given by Christ to his disciples, is, 
What is this gospel which they are to 
preach to every creature. We find that 
as the disciples were scattered abroad 
from Jerusalem, they went every where 


—— the word. Philip went to 
aria, and there he preached Christ 


unto them. We also find him in the 
chariot, Jesus to the Ethio- 
pian. Paul, immediately after his con- 
version, preached Christ in the syna- 
pognes. ‘And in his first epistle to the 
rinthian brethren, 2d chapter, says, 
“J determined not to know anythi 
among you, save Jesus Christ, anid 
him crucified.” And in the same epis- 


- tle, 15th chap. he says, “I declare un- 


to you the gospel which I preached un- 
to you, which also ye have received, 


_ and wherein ye stand; by which also 


ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I delivered 


“unto you first of all, that whichI also 


received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according tothe scriptures. And 
that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day, according to 
the scriptures.”’ 
~ We conclude then, that to preach 
the gospel, is to preach Ohrist and him 
crucified, With these premises before 
us, and the word of God for our guide, 
let us inquire for a moment, what it is 
to preach Christ. We think, says one, 
this has already been answered by the 
notation made from the 15th chap. of 
thians. It is to tell the simple 
story of the cross, how Christ came 


from heaven, down to our sin-cursed 


earth, and took upon him this corrupti- 


‘ble body of ours. It is to tell how he, 
being rich, became poor, that we 
through his poverty, might be made 
rich. Itis to tell how he bore the 
scofis and frowns of a wicked world, 
how he was nailed to the cursed wood, 


there with all the sins of a wretched 
race resting u 


n him, forsaken by 
God and man, alone, with none to cheer 
him in a dying hour, there extended 
between the heavens and the earth, he 
bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghost. It is to tell how he was buried 
in the cold, dark, and silent tomb, but 
the strong arm of death was nnable to 
hold him long in the grasp ; after lying 
there three days, he broke from its 
strong and icy fetters, rose trrumphant 
from the tomb, and brought life and 
immortality to light. iia) 
But we ask is this all, or does Paul 
convey the idea that this is all. No. 
We answer, No, but the very reverse. 
For, says Paul, I delivered this jirst, 
plainly and conclusively, carrying the 
idea, there was something besides this, 
connected with the gospel. For yon 
cannot conceive of a first without a 
second ; you may have one without two. 
But a first without a second, isa con- 
tradiction in terms, 
To preach Christ, then, according to 
the testimony of Paul, is something 
more than to tell the story of his death, 
burial, and resurrection. What more, 
you may ask, were they to preach. Let 
us here remark, that the gospel is di- 
vided into three general heads, Ist. 
The facts of the gospel which were giv- 


‘en by Paul in the passage above quoted. 


94. The commands, and 3d. The 
promises. Turn, if you please, to the 
gospel according to Luke, 24th chap. 
commencing with the 46th verse. 
He said unto them, Thus it is writ- 
ten, and thus it behoved Christ to suf- 
fer, and to rise from the dead, the third 
day ; and that repentance, and remis- 
sion of sins, should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginming at 


Jerusalem. Repentance is acommand 
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of the gospel, and remission of sins is 
& promise. To preach Christ, then, is 
to preach him in fact, to preach him 
in commands, and to preach him in 
promise. 
And it is tothe command, Repent, 
we would. invite your attention for a 
few moments. No man can preach 
Christ, then, unless he preach repen- 
tance. Not that repentance alone is 
the gospel, but that it forms a part, and 
& very important of the gospel. 
And he. who goes forth to the world, 
and endeavors to proclaim the gospel, 
should he fail ae this point, he fails 
in all. One link is severed from the 
gospel chain, and it becomes perf 

ess. For God ‘‘commandeth 
men every where to repent.’ Acts 
xvii. 30. We will not stop here to 
argue what may be understood by re- 
pentance (that is to it out in de- 
tail,) but suffice it tosay, itis breaking 

from our sins, and turning unto 
righteousness. Can man repent unless 
he first becomes convinced that he is a 
sinner? And how, weask, is man to 
be convinced that he is a sinner? 
You answer by the word of God. How 
does he obtain that word? We answer 
enonga the instrumentality of the 
church. And how does this convince 
man of sin? Is it not by pointing out 
to him what is sin, and what is not. 
Most assuredly man must know what 
is right, and what is wrong, in order 
to choose the former, and reject the 
latter. 

To preach repentance, then, is to first 
convince man of his sins, by showing 
the right and the wrong, pointing out 
to him the error of his way, and using 
all laudable means within your power. 
to turn him from them. No man can 
be said to yi Christ, then, when he 
sees his fellow man daily in the practice 
of sin, and does not raise his warning 
voice against it. Yes, he should do 
all that lies within his power, to obvi- 
ate that sin, to convince man of his 


And not only should he plead himself, 
also to unite the plead- 
ings and prayers of his brethren, with 
those of his own, and thus with astrong 
and united effort, endeavor to turn man 
from the evils of his ways. . Nothi 
short of this could man do, and be sai 
to preach Christ. 
ut we are aware,my friends, «that 
the popular manner of preaching, is to 
speak of sin in general terms. And 
he who dares to step aside, and speak 
of it ina specific manner, is at once 
branded as a factionist, using the gospel 
as a pretext, and religion as a cloak, to 
carry out party measures. We speak 
now inr to slavery. Why, we 
ask, is there so much fear and trembling 
upon the of some, in regard to 
this subject ; because the church and 
its ministers are raising their voices 
against the evils of that institution. 
Why this great cry, that abolition- 
ism, is ruining the churches? The se- 
cretissoon told. Slavery exists among 
us with all its black and damnable con- 
sequences, Many have entered our 
ranks, with this sin entailed upon them. 
They are still engaged in this sinful 
ractice, and by it are gaining a liveli- 
ood. And because of worldly gain, 
they, likea people of old, (who, when 
Paul went among them to preach the 
gospel, cried out, Great is Diana of the 
phesians,) have among them some 
Demetriuses, who, beholding their craft 
in danger, and knowing that justice 
and truth are 


agitate, Dont agitate, it will be the 
downfall of the churches. Oh, what 
subterfuge. Think ye the church is built 
upon so sandy a foundation ? 

No, my dear friends, she is firm u 
on a rock; and its Founder has sai 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And, think you, because 
she dare raise her voice against that 
hellish institution, which is. shedding 
its blighting influence throughout our 


error, and warn him of his danger. 


beloved country, her foundations will 


against them, can merely. 
stir up the people with the cry, Dont 
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use not carnal weapons. 


tently with duty, it was not poss 
“The government had chosen to make 


fhe audacious trespass upon the by ing, BY 
od,|—by fraud, by covenant-breaking, by 
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be carried away by thecurrent? Away 


with such nonsense. The church has 


ever waged its warfare with sin, in all 
its vilest forms. And although she 
lias had many deserters at the com- 
mencement of her battles, there have 
been true patriots enough left to win 
theday. Fight on, then, brethren, but 
Take the 
sword of the spirit, and the shield of 
faith, then you can bid defiance to the 
enemy, come off conqueror, yea more 
than conquerors, and receive a crown 
at the end. L. Sournmayp. 


Daniel and the Union. | 
An attempt was made to throw off a 
whole nation from the highest law of 
duty, which is fealty toGod. A weak 
and tyrannical old man was to be flat- 
tered with a show of his power, and 
the natural right as well as the most 
glorious privilege of men, to offer 
prayers to God, was takenaway. Can 
we too highly estimate the importance 
of one such example as Daniel’s in such 
acrisis? There was the law of duty 
—the unchangeable standard of right— 
and was it not best for the world that 
Daniel should cleave to his duty and 
incur the vengeance of the king and 
his court? What many call prudent 
counsellors, would doubtless have ad- 
vised that there be a yielding for the 
time, and all avoidance of rupture with 


the government, if possible. But consis- 
ible. 


of mén and the,sovereignty of 
and it was most incumbent that some- 
body should act for God and for man. 
Those men who counseled the erection 
of Nebuchanezzar’s image to the god 
Bel, and those who counseled now the 
suspension of all right of petition to 
any being except the King, we can easi- 
ly imagine to have been the self-denom- 
Union-savers”’ of ‘their’ time. 
ey weré'a host. Their name was Le- 
Sion. The’ princes,‘ governors, ‘and’ 


‘captains, the judges, the treasurers, thé 
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rul- 
ers of the provinces,’’ who, bY idola- 
try of power, trampling upon right and 
honor, denying degrading man 
were going to te the e ‘ 
nation can be preserved by wickedness 
and impiety. , 

Babylon made the a, and 
from the very pinnacle of human power 
and glory, went down ingloriously and 
passed away. Nebuchadnezzar from 
all the pageantry of vast power, all the 
adulations of courtiers and the people, 


|went away like a fool and a beast, to 


have his ‘ dwelling with the wild asses. 
niel declares that ‘‘all people, na- 
tions, and languages, trembled and 
feared before him.” But for all that, 
ingly throne, and they took his glory 
from him.” His son and 
notwithstanding, pursued the some line, 
and before three years had passed, the 
fatal words—“ numbered, weighed, di- 
vided’’—came out upon the wall, and 
the next morning sun beheld the king 
lifeless in his gore, and the Medo-Per- 
sian power seated on the throne. 

There are men in this American Re~ 
public whoclaim to be the especial con- 
servators of the Union. Their motto 
is, “‘ Fhe Union, it must be ed.” 
They send it forth as upon the leaves 
of the forest—they write it upon ban- 
ners and streamers, but the question 

resses up, can the Union be preserved 
y injustice, rapine and murder? First 


deserting liberty and slavery, 
by public outrages and private assas- 
sinations ; bring the Union to the verge’ 
of dissolution—and then ec@n you pre- 
serve it by crime, though the wicked 
joim hand in hand! Can you bleed a 
a man'to the point,of death, and then 
save him by taking a little more blood 
you derange all tue functions of 
a mian’s health by poison and then save’ 


hint by administering a little: more of 
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the same deadly bane? You say you 
will do it, batcan you? Not until you 
can revolutionize the laws of the uni- 
verse. Not until you can suspend the 
vitation of bodies toward the sun. 
Not until you can stay the ebbing and 
flowing of the tides. Not until you can 
stop the sun and make the rp change 
their course. You may call shame, hon- 
or. You may call cowardice, bravery. 
You may call the wolfish, foxy, sly, tatle 
ing spring of an armed bully upon an un- 
suspecting, defenceless senator, noble, 
but have you reversed, by your decla- 
ration, however oft re , the ideas 
which the human family attach to such 
terms? Thank God, youcannot. Yon 
can abuse language, you can confuse 
and confound the meaning of words— 
call infamy, glory—and the craven as- 
sassin a knight—but thus to confound 
ideas and sentiments, you cannot. God 
himself has written them deep upon im- 
perishable tablets ofthe soul. You can- 
not change them, not at least until you 
can make the winter solstice, the hot- 
test day of summer. Not until you 
can ungear, countermarch, and reverse 
the order of the seasons, ‘“*The Union, 
it must be preserved.”’ To say this as 
some men mean it, is impiety to God, 
and insult to man. 
_. It is well in a time of peril to pray. 
Men ought to pray always. But it is 
indispensable to act. When Nebnchad- 
nezzar reared his stupendous image, not 
prayer merely, but action was demand- 
ed, action that should go to the heart of 
the nation, and stand out for admiration 
in the annals of the world. And there 
were praying men to act in the face of 
death. Daniel by prayer, performed 
an action, bold, attractive, sublime.— 
When prayer is always our duty, to 
hold it up in emergent times, like these, 
as though it were about the onl caty 
is most weak and faithless. e do 
need praycr, 23 the energy of action. 
Prayer that will lead to action. Prayer 
that will not suffer anything but ac- 
tion.—[Maine Hoan, = = 


The Murder of a Slave. 
few years ago, a challenge was 
politically Northern newspa- 
pers, that not a solitary case could be 
authenticated throughout the whole his- 
— of the South, where a slaveholder 
had been tried for murder, convicted 
and capitally punished for the killing 
of his slave.. The challenge was not 
accepted. Whether there has been any 
such case within the last ten or fifteen 
years, we are not so well informed, but 
we know of none. A 
Saratoga Springs, of perfectly reliable 
r, has narrated a case which 
came under his own personal observa- 
tion; in which a man was acquitted on 
such a charge, on the sole ground that 
the victim was a slave and his own prop- 
erty. 
About the year 1848, a wealthy plant- 
er by the name of Miller, was tried for 
the murder of his:slave. Judge Doug- 
lass held the court, and the late Thomas 
Jefferson Heir, now deceased, was the 
attorney for the State. The jurors, be- 
fore being admitted to be sworn on the 
jury, were severally asked two ques- 
tions whether they were opposed to 


capital punishment for murder, and 


whether they were opposed to capital 

unishment for the murder of a slave 
by his master. Several were set aside, 
some on one of these grounds, and some 
on the other. Only about fifteen» or 
twenty spectators were present at the 


trial which lasted about an hour, and 
seemed to excite no interest among the 


people. 
The fact of killing was fully proved 
by white witnesses, who testified that 
Miller had the slave bound toa log, 
and then deliberately flogged him to 
death, for the offence of running away. 
It was also proved Miller was-a cruel 
master, and fed his slaves at the low- 
est rate, sometimes almost starvin 
them. The prisoner’s’ counsel call 
no witnesses, and put no questions in 


cross examination of those called by 
the prosecution ; but simply ‘ealled on 


ntleman ‘at 
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the instruct the jury that the 
eS inflicted on the slave was 
highest crime known on 2, plantation, 
that of running away, and that the kill- 
ine could not have. been with malice 
a forethought, because the slave was 


his own pro , and worth eight hun- 
dred dollars. . The judge gave the re- 
guired instructions, and the jury ren- 


a verdict of acquittal without 
leaving their seats. No other verdict 
was ¢ by the people ; and the 


only reasons that were assigned for pros-| 18” 


ecuting the case at all, were that it 
would worry Miller who, was unpopular, 
and would enable the lawyers to get 
their fees. Whence it is to be inferred 
that men who are not unpopular among 
their neighbors can flog their slaves to 
death with impunity. .. 
Our informant, a Northern man, could 
not help being much impressed by this 
imen of slaveholding law and jus- 
tice, and went immediately to higroom, 
- and wrote an account of the trial. Not 
daring tosend it by mail, he sealed it 
up and hid it at the bottom of his 
trunk. But by some means it got wind 
and produced such an excitement in the 
‘community, that Governor Mosely, told 
him he had better give up his notes and 
have them destroyed, as he was other- 
wise liable to be mobbed, and his life 
would be in danger if he attempted to 
carry that account home to the North. 
Qn this advice, and as he was on busi- 
ness which concerned others, he gave. 
up his notes to be destroyed, and was 
then permitted to depart unmolested. 
Our informant has had his recollec- 
tion refreshed in regard to this trial, by 
meeting Miller a fortnight since at one 
of the hotels in Saratoga, where he 
' ‘was very correctly engaged urging up- 
on northern citizens»the necessity of 
doing all in their power to elect Buch- 
anan and thereby save the Union. 


~ The-laws of the Southern States for 
protecting the lives of slaves against 


area dead 
erved by his having committed the)... 


letter.—/ndependent. 

Contemplation of the Heavens. — 

There. is no contemplation better 
adapted to awaken devout ideas. than 
that of the heavenly bodies,—no branch 
of natural science. which bears clearer 
testimony to the power and wisdom of 
God, than that to which you this day 
consecrate a temple. The heart of the 
ancient wets with all the prevailing 
ignorance of the true nature and mo- 
tion of the heavenly orbs, was religious- 
ly impressed by their survey. There isa 
passage in one of those admirable phil- 
treatises of Cicero composed 
in the decline of life, as a solace under 
domestic bereavement andpatriotic con- 
cern at the impending convulsions of 
the State, in which, quoting from some 
lost work of Aristotle, he treats the 
topic in a manner which almost puts to 
= the teachings of Christian wis- 

om. 

“‘Nobly does Aristotle observe, that 
if there were beings who had always 
lived under ground, in convenient, nay, 
magnificent dwellings, adorned with 
statues and pictures, and everything 
which belongs to prosperous life—but 
who had never come Boe ound— 
who had heard, however, by fame and 
report, of the being and power of the 
gods,—if at a certain time, the portals 


‘of the earth being thrown open, they 


had been able to emerge from those 
hidden abodes to the regions inhabited 
by us; when suddenly they had seen 
the earth, the seas, and the sky ; had 
perceived the vastness of the clouds and 
the force of the winds ; had contempla- 
ted the sun, his itude and his 
beauty, and still more his effectual pow- 
er, that it is he who makes the day by. 
the diffusion, of his light through the 
whole sky ; and when night had dark- 
ened the earth, should then behold’ the 
whole heayems studded and adorned 


with stars, and the various lights of the 


we 
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- waxing and waning moon, the risings 
and the séttings of all these heavenly 
bodies, and their courses fixed and im- 
mutable in all when, I say, 
they should see these things, truly they 
would believe that there were gods, 
and these, so great things, are their 
works.” © 
- There is much by day to engage the 
attention of the Observatory ; the sun, 
his apparent motions, his dimensions, 
the spots on his disc, (to us the faint 
indications of movements of unimag- 
ined grandeur in his luminous atmos- 
phere,) a solar eclipse, a transit of the 
inferior planets, the mysteries of the 
spectrum,—all phenomena of vast im- 
portance and interest. But night is 
the astronomer’s accepted time; he 
goes to his delightful labors, when the 
usy world goes to its rest. A dark 
- pall spreads over the resorts of active 
ife ; terrestrial objects, hill and valley, 
and rock and stream. and the abodes 
of men disappear; but the curtain is 
drawn up which concealed the heaven- 
ly hosts. There they shine and there 
move, as they moved and shone to the 
eyes of Newton and Galileo, of ee 
and Oopernicus, Ptolenry and Hip- 
parchus ; yes, as they moved and shone 
when the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God shonted for joy. 
Allhas changed on earth ; but theglo- 
rious heavens remain unchanged. e 
plow passes over the site of mighty 
cities—the homes of powerful nations 
are desolate—the languages they spoke 
are forgotten ; but the stars that shone 
for them are shining for us ;—the same 
eclipses cycle ; the same equinoxes call 
out the flowers of spring, and send the 
husbandman.to the harvest ;—the sun 
uses at either tropic as he did when 
is course began; and sun and moon, 
and planet and satellite, and star and 
constellation and galaxy still bear wit- 
ness to the power, the wisdom, and the 


love, which placed them in the heavens, 
and upholds them there.—E. Everett, 
10 


Christian System, No. 13... 
‘Then they that gladly received his 
‘word, were baptized ; and the same day 
there were added to them about three 
thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.’’ Acts ii. 41, 42. 

While the institution of the Lord’s 
supper, of which we spoke in our last, 
is beautifully adapted te show our love 
to God, and to our blessed Savior who 
died for us on the cross, the fellowship, 
or as it 1s sometimes called, the con- 
tribution, is as wisely designed to show 
our love to our brethren. si 

The great design of the christian re- 
ligion is to accomplish these ends—to 
produce in the hearts and lives of its 
votaries, love to God, and love to men ; 
and as we cannot possess this principle 
in our hearts, without a corresponding 
action in our lives, the author of our 
religon has instituted these test- 
acts, that‘we may be enabled to give 
evidence to. those around us, and in- 
deed to ourselves, that we do love God 
supremely, ‘‘and our neighbor as our- 
selves.” 


The primary idea contained in the 
term fellowship, is ‘companionship ;» 
society ; consort ; mutual association of 
persons on equal and friendly terms; 
familiar intercourse.” Paul says, 
‘Have no fellowship with the unfaith- 
ful works of darkness.” It alsomeans, 
‘Sagsociation ; confederacy; combina- 
tion.” Its third definition, according 
to Webster is “partnership; joint 
stock.’ Its fourth ; “company ; astate 
of being together.” He also defines 
it as ‘“‘an establishment in colleges, for 
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the maintenance of a tellow ; commu- 


nion; intimate familiarity.” In the] 


~ - gense in which it is used by Luke, all 
the foregoing definitions are more or 
less implied, but more especially that 
of ‘*providing maintenance of a 
fell ow. 
The preaching of the is “God's 
_ power” for the conversion of sinners, 
and the means which he has ordained 
to bring men into the Church, which 
is the only divinely appointed place, 
where provision is made for both our 
‘spiritual and temporal welfare. Hence 
in the organization of the church, ar- 
rangements are made for the carrying 
out of this two-fold work, and the proper 
offices or organs for its accomplish- 
ment pointed out. While the elders 
take the spiritual supervision, and 
watch for the souls of their flocks, the 
deacons should take cognizance of their 
temporal welfare. They are to be the 
disbursers of the charities of the con- 
gregation. In order that ‘provission 
for that part of christian worship—the 
taking care of the widow and the 
fatherless, might obtain, the fellowship 
or weekly contribution was established 
in the primitive congregations. Each 
member by the gospel being required 
to contribute as the Lord had pros- 


pered him. Thereby a sufficient fund 


was raised to meet the necessities of the 
congregation, and every member who 
had been prospered, had the satisfaction 
to know that he was bearing some part 
in the beneficence of the congregation, 
and manifesting the love of God shed 


abroad in his heart, by feeding the hun-. 


gry and clothing the naked. 


A departure from this primitive| 


usage by almost all Protestantdéitiy and 
a failure to come back to ft, by most 
of our own congregations composing © 
what is styled the “current reforma- 
tion,” has shorn christianity of one of its 
chief beauties, and to.a great extent ren- 


dered powerless that gospel which was 


designed for the conversion of the 
world. A mere thoory of religion, with- 
out a corresponding practice, is calcula- 
ted to lead men to infidelity, instead of 
bringing them to love God, and respect 
his institutions. 


We believe a restoration of this 
primitive usage in its legitimate bear- 
ings, would do more towards reviving 
the congregations, and the conversion 
of sinners than any and all the schemes 
of “organization, ” and ‘‘pastoral la- 
bors,’ of which we hear so much in 
these latter days. If one-tenth of the 
money that has been expended in uto- 
pian schemes for converting the heath- 
en in foreign lands, for building up 
theological and other denominational 
schools, and for apeing a grand-daught- 
er of the old mother-of-harlots, in her 
publication enterprise, had been appro- 
priated to the fellowship, to “relieving 
the necessities of the saint,” thereby 
giving evidence to the world, that we 
love God, by loving our brethren, and 
evidence that we love our brethren 
by :ninistering to their necessities, our 
congregations would be in a much bet- 
ter condition than they are at present. 
It cannot be disguised, that the world 
is losing confidence in the church, and 
its’ members have lost confidenes 1 in 
each Other, as far at least as the fellow- 
ship is concerned. The business man 


who gives his surplus means to the 
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in the spread of| needful for their support. They are 
the gospel, and the performance of thefunable to comply with the apostolic in- 
other legitimate functions, has no assu-| juncticn, ‘‘ give thyself wholly to the 


rance from the usages of our congrega- 


is because 


work of the ministry.’ 


tions, than in case of his death, or a/the church holds out no assurances. of 


reverse of fortune, that his family will 
be provided for, that his widow and 
fatherless babes will be taken care of 
by the congregation with which he 
stands identified, and to whom with a 
christian generosity, he has given his 
means. Hence we find so many pro- 
fessors withholding the'r substance and 
engaging in worldly pursuits with a 
renewed energy that they may provide 


protection in sickness and old age, no 
indemnification against the casualties 
of life, no proposition to bury their 


dead, or visit their sick, or feed their 


hungry, or cloth their naked, or take 
care of their widows, or educate their 
orphans, that so many of our preachers 
have availed themselves of the protee- 
tien offered them by Life Insurance 
Companies, Odd Fellowship, and other 


for old age and for their familes in case! similar organizations. They find in 
they should be taken from them. ‘them an assurance of temporial pro- 

The preacher of the gospel who/| tection which is not eptepenate 
spends the prime of his life, his early | church. 


manhood, and riper years in the pro- 


Now the fellowship, as we under- 


clamation of the gospel, in an honest} stand it, was designed by the author of 
endeavor to persuade men to repent,|the christian religion to supply this 
and in building up the interests of} defect in our congregational: arrang- 
Christ’s Kingdom here on earth, con-| ment. Let every member of the church; 


tenting himself with a precarious and 


while prospered and in health, attend 


bare subsistence for himself and family|to the weelkly contribution liberally, 


while in actual and active labor in the| with the assurance that every cent so. 


field, has no reasonable grounds to ex-} contributed will be held sacred for the 


pect, when old age or sickness shall| use intended—kept asa poor fund to be 
overtake him and disqualify him for| distributed through the deacons of the 
congregation to all who, under the 
afflicting hand of Providence, may 


service, that his temporal wants will 
be supplied, or that his family, should 


he leave one behind, would have any/stand in need of assistance; and the 
support better than the cold charities} state of things in the church, which 


of a selfish world. Hence it is that s0| every true lover of the cause must de-. 
many. are deterred from entering the| plore, would soon be at an end. It is 


ministry, while a large proportion of|atruth that it is ‘‘ more blessed to give 


those already in it are dividing their en- 
ergies, giving part to the church, while 
@ part is claimed by that natural. re- 


gard which every christian should feel | 


than to receive ;”” but itis only so, when. 
‘we give to a scrip- 


‘tural object. 


for his family in providing the things| ing’ statedly on every Lord’s day, to 


. 


The very circumstance of contribut-. 
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sustain a to the sup-|contemporaries, christianity flourished 
port of the Lord’s poor, would expand’ in spite of all the opposition it met 
‘the sympathy and enlarge the soul of| with, and all the difficulties it had to 
the donor, while gratitude and chris-|encounter. Fire, and sword, and im- 
tian confidence: would fill the heart of| prisonment, and confiscation of goods, 
the recipient: Carry out the scriptu-}and even death itself could not keep it 
ral provisions of the church in this re-|down. What was the secfet of this 
spect—let there be a treasury for the|mighty triumph?! The brethren loved 
relief of the poor saints, and that trea- | each other. They were indeed a band 
sury replenished by the weekly con-jof brethren. When one wept, they all | 
tribution of the members in every con- | wept—when one rejoiced, they all re- 
gregation, and there would be no need |joiced. They stood shoulder to shoul- 
for church members. to entangle them-|der in the christian warfare in which 
selves with a human benevolent organ- |they had enlisted for life. They sym- 
ization. Preachers and members would | pathized with one another in their af- 
then have less anxieties about the/|flictions. In short, they contributed 
temporal welfare of their families, and|as the Lord prospered them, that the 
consequently more time and energies |temporal welfare of their brethren in 
to devote to the conversion of the|distress might be secured. By this 
world, and the edification of the church. |means they became “living epistles, 
_. Ever since the world began, God|know and read of all men.” By their 
has made provision for, his poor. Be-|life and conversation they portrayed 
nevolence was a prominent trial in the | the beauty of holiness, and consequent- 
characters of those who worshiped him |ly exerted an influence on the world 
in sincerity and in truth during the | which was irresistible. 
patriarchal age. Under the Jewish} There is but. one ngeinians ever 
dispensation the most salutary arrange-|urged against the weekly contribution 
ments obtained, for their support and |in order to provide a poor fund for the 
well being, and if it could be shown |church, which is this. It is said that 


that the religion of the New Testament |if such provision was made, it would 
had no such proyision—that no obliga-|induce designing and wicked persons 
tion was placed upon the members of|to come into the church in order to be 
the church of Christ to take care: of| supported, and would produce idleness 
their, poor, we confess it would go far|and profligacy on the part of the mem- 
to convinee.us that our religion was| bership, knowing that the church was 


not from God.. But on the contrary, | bound to take care of them when they 


the doctrine which it inculcates from be- | were reduced to want. In answer, we 
ginning to end, of love to our neigh- |reply in the first place, that no regula- 
bor and its practical lessons of chris-|tion can be adopted by which impostors 
tian charity, are the strongest internal | can be entirely. kept out of the church. 
evidences of its divine origin. | crept in, even in the days of 

. Inthe days of the apostles. and their |the apostles. The only recourse left 
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for the church is to rid herself of such 
members when they discover their true 
character. In the second place, with 
regard to those members who become 
idle and do not “‘provide things honest 
in the sight of all men,”’ the church 
has the same redress that she has in 
the case of drunkenness, debauchery, 
profanity, covetousmess, or any other 
misdemeanor, they must either be re- 
claimed, or, as a last resort, cut off. 
We hope our readers will seriously 
consider this matter—that they will 
‘‘search the scriptures to see whether 
these things be so,”” and that they will 
act in accordance with the teachings of 
that infallible standard of all christian 
faith and practice—the New Testament. 
If, indeed, we are “‘reformers”’ in truth 


reformations have begun, in our own 
hearts and in our own lives. J. B. 


Letter from Oregon. 
The following, from our worthy 


brother, Elder B. F. Whitson, now in 
Oregon, will show to some extent the 
natural advantages, and the religious 
and literary wants, of that vast Terri- 
tory, rapidly filling up with people 
from almost all parts of the globe. 
Would it not be well for those of 
our brethren who profess so much iu- 
terest in the missionary cause, to turn 
their attention to Oregon and our other 
Territories, in preference to sending a 
slaveholder to the Heaven—cursed city 
of Jerusalem. We opine it would be 
much better for the cause of both hu- 
manity and religion. The same amount 
of means judiciously expended in the 
proclamation of the gospel, and the 


as in name, let us begin, where all true | 


in the more populous towns and vil- 
lages, would produce results altogeth- 
er different from those which have so 
far accompanied the Jerusalem mission. 

We discover from the letter that the 
pro-slavery spirit has already manifest- 
ed itself among both the Baptists and 
the Christians in that far-off land, and is 
disturbing the harmony and destroying 


the influence for good which otherwise 


would exist there. 

The true worshipers of God, where- 
ever they exist, and by whatever name 
they may be called, will have to mani- 
fest their disapprobation of slavery in 
all its bearings, or it will work its way 
into the very heart of the church, and 
so demoralize it, both in its ethics and 
membership, that it will become a his- 
sing and a bye-word in the mouths of 


the infidel and moralist!. When the . 


slave-holding power shall have usurped 
the control of our theology, our litera- 


ture, our pulpits, and our press, in fo- . 


to, as it soon will if not checked, and 
as it now has to an alarming extent, 
its influence for good will be forever 
paralyzed, and its history for deeds of 
atrocity will be only equaled by that of 
the Romish hierarchy which we have 
been taught to look at as “ the man of 
sin.” | 
Wasuinoron Bars, Oregon, Aug. 29, 1856. 
Dear Bro. Boees.—For the infor- 
mation of yourself and. (if you see fit 
to publish) of your numerous reade 
I take my pen to do what I have long 
thought of doing—write some account 
of our country and our prospects— 
temporal aud spiritual. 
Our Territory is at present, and has: 
been for some time past, the field of 
blood and carnage. You doubtless 
have been advised of our Indian 


establishment of good practical schools 
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press, and a free gospel, we have noth- 


er by which the world is to be subdued 
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troubles. At one time they seemed to 
promise a speedy termination, but 
more recent that the 
is not yet. prospect for quiet, an 
the of that long for 
and pray exfll desired time when op- 
presen shall cease, and men shall not |en 
the art of war any more, is not 
very flattering. We seem to have 
come upon troublous times. It is with 
shame for our government, and 
we have read of the outrages being 
practised by the slavery propagandists, 
not only in Kansas, but even in the 
Senate chamber of our republic. Iso- 
lated as we are, we feel that in the 
vindication of our just rights—tfree 
speech, tree soil, free schools, a free 


to expect at the hands of the Gene- 
Goverment. In their efforts to 
“crush out abolitionism,” (to use their 
own significant expression,) they have 
begun very near the front rank, when 
in the person of Charles Sumner, they 
cleft down free speech in our national 
capitol. I cannot think the people of 
these United States will look on un- 
moved. If | am not mistaken they 
will visit on the heads of those respon- 
sible for the enormities of our day, 
that indignation which they deserve. 
If they do not now do it—-they will— 
they minst——for God i is just, and justice 
must triumph. 

There is another picture which, if 
not quite so bloody, yet is of more 
serious consequences, inasmuch as it 
exerts a wider influence. May I not 
say it is the root of the other?” I be- 
rit it is admitted that if the shes 

is right, the ballot box will not be 
wrong, but alas! alas!! The trumpet 
has given an uncertain sound. e 
watchmen on our’ Zion have not told 
us, “* What of the night?” They have 
said Peace! peace! when there was 


_ no peace: The pulpit is the great lev- 
to the reign of peace on earth and good 


accomplished by ‘‘ agitation.”’ “When, 
then, the pulpit itself surrenders its 
legitimate functions, and deprecates 
agitation, the last hope for humanity 
seems almost extinguished. 
: cw those professing to be guided 
araly the New Testament, can 
Ss so deaf to the demands of justice 
and mercy, disregarding the prece nd 
of love, and the examples of that 
vior who laid down his life for a sinful 
world, we cannot imagine; while at 
the same time they are shedding croco- 
dile tears over the incorrigibleness of 
the sects, especially on the subject of 
baby sp prinkling, h! what holy zeal 
chery manifest! What anxiety for the 
peace of the church ! ! | 

Here, where churches—four in num- 
ber—cannot co-operate on account of 
pro-slavery influence, it would seem 
that the dividing of the two antagon- 
istic principles—justice and injustice— 
is nigh at hand. I say when so small 
a@ number as we can muster here can- 
‘not meet together in harmony and con- 
cert, when the sad fact cannot be con- 
cealed, and on every countenance is 
written indelibly the impression that 
we are not one, think itis obvious 
that the “union ” is of no practical 
utilty, and should be “ dissovled.’’— 
This last expression may seem harsh, 
but we ask, can two together 
except ‘be agreed.”’ 

Our Baptist brethren in this valley 
will soon di ivide if there is any reliance 
to be put in “‘the signs of the times.” 
At their late Association it was mani- 
fest that they were net one. The can- 
ker of pro-slavery is at work at their 
vitals. Smother it down as they may, 
the antagonistic elements are at work 
in the Baptist church, and their se | 
men are arranged on either side, an 
[ consider a division as among the 
things that will transpire in a short 
time, But to the credit of that de- 
nomination be it said, and I rejoice to 
be able to say it, the ‘traly ious, the 


among men; but it can 


intelligent, the praying and evotional 
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of the Baptists, both laity and clergy, f 


so far as my 


rr extends, are 
on the side of li 


berty, both civil and 
religious. They sympathise with the 
oppressed rather take sides with 
the oppressor, as too manv of our own 
brotherhood have done. | 
_T have moved to a little village cal- 
led Lebanon, that I may avail myself 
of the advantages for my family, of a 
high ‘school being established there 
under the auspices of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. The facilities for 
education in this country are not good, 
nor the prospect for their improvement 
at all flattering, owing to the sparse- 
ness of the settlements—a result con- 
sequent upon the large tracts given to 
the first settlers. | 
I will close this imperfect epistle by 
giving you some general items con- 
nected with our country. Our winter 
was, for this country, very severe, and 
our spring unusually wet, so that our 
winter wheat, toa great extent, froze 
out. A large proportion of our har- 
vest was of the spring-sown varieties, 
and as a matter of course our wheat 
crops will not be very abundant. The 
oat crop is extra good. Taking the 
agricultural prospects of our valley in 
the aggregate, they are rather flatter- 
ing *than otherwise. The improve- 
ments of the country are in a 
state of progress, and we think it a de- 
sirable locality. I would like to write 
more, but time fails me, and I close. 
Your brother in the Lord, 
F. Wuarrson. 
P.S. Give my love to brother Wat- 
kins, and stir him up to his writing for 
the Magazine. Tell him I have writ- 
ten to him several times, but have re- 
ceived from him none but his first. 
I shall still. continne to do all in 
my power to obtain subscribers for the 
agazine. B. F.W. 


The eyes of the Lord are in ever 
place, beholding the evil and the pool 


 QUERIST’S DEPARTMENT. 
Bogas:—What course shoulda 
brother pursue in case he fell heir to a 


number of slaves and a southern plan- 
tation? And secondly, what course 


should the congregation pursue in case 


he held on to the slaves ? 
A MempBer. 


The second question of a ‘‘ A Mem- 
ber ” impliedly, at least, answers his 
first one. We will, however, briefly 
give our opinion with regard to each. 
As to the first, we can see no scrip- 
tural course for a brother placed in the 
aforesaid cundition, than to liberate the 
slaves unconditionally, sell the plan- 
tation and appropriate as much of the 
proceeds as might be necessary, to pro- 
cure them comfortable settlement where 
‘they would have the means of procur- 
ing a livelihood. The balance he could 
lawfully appropriate to his own use. 
The law we bring as authority for our 
judgment in the case is from the great 
Lawgiver himself, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do unto you, 
do ye even so unto them, for this is 
the law and the prophets.” 

As to the second question, its an- 
swer is anticipated. The brother who 
acts in the case stated is guilty of 
covetousness, which Paul says is idola- 
try. 
» He is in the eyes of the divine law 
a man-stealer, and ‘if he cannot be 
brought to repentance—a repentance 
which will lead him to reformation, and 
in such a case to restitution, the only 
alternative for the congregation if 
it wished to maintain its purity and 


from their society as one unfit to be 


retained within the pale of the church. 


integrity, would be to exclude him — 
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To retain such an one in a congrega- 
tion in a free State, with all the light 
of the present age shining upon him, 
would be just as inconsistent with 
the teaching of the New Testament 
as it would to hold membership with 
gamblers, and horse thieves, and drunk- 
ards, and rum-sellers, or any other 
species of gross immorality. 

We fecl assured that no one who is 
truly a christian would ever place him- 
self in such a position, but should he 
ever by heirship become the owner of 
slaves, the promptings of his religion 
would allow him to lose no time in 
securing to them that liberty which is 
the natural birth right of all God’s 
creatures, and in doing so he would 
reap a rich reward in the approbation 


men, and of all the intelligences of 
heaven. J. B. 


Books and Study. 


From early youth, Mr. Stanly had 
been a great lover of books. He had 
entered the ministry with a degree of 
reluctance, on account of a conscious 
want of preparation, but with a full 
purpose of pursuing his studies with 
the same earnestness as though in sem- 
inary or college. This he was assured 
he could do, or he would have de- 
layed his connection with the confer- 
ence for a few years, and improved the 
advantageous circumstances with which 
he was then favored. 

Thus far, his want of means had pre- 
vented the accumulation of such a li- 
brary as he desired, though, one by one, 
a respectable number of volumes were 
ing picked up and brought into 
use. From the first, insurmountable 
difficulties had arisen in the way of the 
successful prosecution of his plan. So 


\of the pastorate, and numerous the in- 


enprons when he attempted to em- 
ploy his time in this manner, that com- 
paratively little had been accomplish- 
ed. None of the hardships of the 
Itinerancy bore so heavily on his mind 
and feelings, as this inability to culti- 
vate, as he wished, his intellectual fac- 
ulties. Though not dis to find 
fault, yet on this score he sometimes 
complained. Let the following history 
of two weeks’ especial effort give the 
reader a view of the embarrassment 
connected with this department of a 
minister’s work. _ 

declare,’ said Mr. Stanly while 
sitting at the table, ‘‘I have scarcely 
spent an hour in my study this week ; 


only as I have been engagee in writin 
letters, and the like. I begin to foal 


that this will never do.” 

“It is too late to make up a week’s 
work, now that Saturday night has 
come,” said Emily with asmile. | 

‘*T don’t propose to do that, my dear; 
but I must turn over a new leaf for the 
future. I never intended to live in 
this way, assure you.”’ 

‘‘ You don’t seem to idle away much 
time,”’ said the wife. ‘I am sure you 
are not often with me.” 3 

‘“‘ T ought to economize and use it to 
better advantage,”’ answered Mr. Stan- 
ly, without noticing the sly hint just 
given. **I must be less abroad among 
the people and more at home in the 
study.” 

‘* Some of our friends complain now 
that you don’t visit enough,” said 
Emily. 

‘¢ And so they would if I was upon 
the run all the time. I tell you, I 
have about made up my min‘ to con- 
sult my own opinions hereafter, as well 
as those of other people.” 

‘* Haven’t you done so heretofore ?”’ 


66 ly. Ever since I joined the 
conference | have run at every man’s 
beck, neglecting my studies and even 


extensive and exacting was the work 


my fumily, in my anxiety to do good. 
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I don’t believe it is my duty to do so 
any longer.” 

‘‘ Be careful not to make too fierce 
resolutions now.” | 

‘‘ No fear of that. The danger lies 
on the other side,” said Mr. Stanly.— 
‘* But 1 am fixed in my purpose to be- 
gin with next week, and prosecute my 
studies in a consecutive and systematic 
manner. And I want you to help me.”’ 

_“ Help you! What have I to do with 
studies ?”’ 

‘‘ Very much indeed. We must 
raise earlier, have our meals more reg- 
ularly, and you must receive calls and 
wait on the visitors.” 

‘Quite a programme.” 

* Will you help me carry it out?’ 

‘*T don’t see,” answered Emily, ‘‘as 
it needs any help from me. I think I 
can cairy it out, though, as it nearly 
all relates to my department.”’ | 

The plan was easily adopted. Mrs. 
Stanly was equally interested with her 
husband in seeking to promote the de- 
sired end. She therefore gladly took 
upon herself an increase of burdens 
and responsibilities, that he might have 
- more leisure to devote to his books.— 
An early hour was upon for 
rising, and the work of the day regu 
larly planned. Each forenoon was to 
be devoted exclusively to study—the 
afternoons to pastoral visiting, and the 
incidentals of a minister’s work. This 

ment was to be carried out, as 

Mr. Stanly expressed it, to the very 
letter. Things had gone hap-hazard 
long enough. Occasions of insignifi- 
cant importance had been allowed to 
occupy valuable time, and circumscribe 
the zeal and usefulness of the minister, 
until he began to be alarmed at the 
pros 
ith these purposes uppermost in 

the mind of Mr. chen he 
thought of the coming week, the Sab- 
bath passed, and Monday, the appoint- 
ed time to begin this new mode of life, 
was at hand. He did not go immedi- 
ately into the study, as his services 


were needed for a little while below, 
it being 


washing day, and when he 
found himself shut in with his books, 
the languor resulting from his recent 
labors in the pulpit was so great, that 


‘he could do but little execution. 
going to his dinner, and being quizzed — 
, he ex-. 


as to the new order of things 
cused himself by declaring that he nev- 
er could do much on * blue Monday,” 
and it was of no use to try. To-mor- 
row, however, the work was to be fair- 


ly begun. 

Tuesday found Mr. Stanly early at 
his books. He felt very much more 
like study than on the previous day, 
and was soon absorbed in the subject 
to which he gave his attention. dust 
as he had reach an important point in 
his cogitations, Emily called for him 
to come below, as Brother Bennett 
wished to speak with him. Reluctant- 
ly he went down, and met the good 
brother, who had come in to spend a 
leisure hour, and at the same time talk 
over some matters connected with the 
class of which he was leader. An agree- 
able conversation was entered into, and 
before it closed, the morning was gone. 
Mr. Stanly was grieved at the loss, but 
could make no effort to remedy it. 
The afternoon had its appropriate work. 
He could only hope for better results 
in time to come. 

On Wednesday morning our preach- 
er was again at his post. Before nine 
o’clock, a sister called, and asked for a 
church letter. She was about moving 
West; and though the letter was quick- 
ly written and placed in her hands, she 
waited an hour, and entertained her 
pastor with a sketch of her plans when 
she reached her new home, and with 
expressions of regret that she was com- 
pelled to leave the society at Columbia, 


which she ardently loved, and go 


among those who were entire strangers. 
Mr. Stanly several times looked at his 


watch and almost counted the precious 
moments, but it was all in vain. She 


‘was in no hurfy, and did not dream 
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that @ minister could anything 
home to occupy his attention. | 
. At length, the sister left, and once 


more the study door was‘closed on the’ 


preacher, as he resumed his work. At 
the expiration of about twenty minutes, 
he chanced to look out at the window, 
.and saw a brother minister driving in- 
to his yard. Again he hastened down, 
but this time without any thought of 
returning. He was glad to gree! his 
fellow laborer in the gospel, and enjoy 
with him a social hour, notwithstand 
ing the sacrifice which he was required 
to make. 

Thursday came, and with it, a trav- 
eling book agent. Mr. Stanly prompt-. 
ly told him that he did not wish at that 
time to purchase,"but the peddler in- 
sisted: on showing his wares, and at} 
the same time exhibiting the notes of 
recommendation which ministers and 
others had given the books he earried. 
And thus, as if conferring a favor which 
he no-doubt intended, the various 
volumes were spread out to view. while 
the agent grew eloquent in expatiating 
on their merits. Mr. Stanly did not 
wish to appear rude or uncivil, and 
therefore quietly submitted to: his fate. 
Finally, even the book agent was satis- 

for that da 
no further interruption was suffered. | 

On Friday a funeral had to be at- 
tended at half past ten o’clock ; and 
consequently no effort was made in the 
study. Saturday was taken up in com- 

ting the arrangements for the Sab- 

th, s0.that at the week’s end but 
very little had been accomplished.— 


resolution. He had no doubt but that 
the week to come would furnish a bet- 
ter result. 

The Sabbath was a day of great in- 
terest. Large and attentive congrega- 
tions were in the house of God, and 
the preacher felt an unusual en gaged- 
ness as he attempted to preach the 
word of life. At the termination of the 
third service he was almost prostrated 


Still, Mr. Stanly had adhered to his 


the of his labors, Mon- 
» |day was needed, and had to be taken; 
as a.day of rest. Nothing was at- 
tempted in thestudy. In the evening, 
Mr. Stanly received an invitation to at- 
tend a -wedding on the following morn- 
ing at precisely nine o’clock, at a place 
about two miles distant. 

Now ministers are always glad of an: 
opportunity to perform this interesting 
ceremony, if for no other reason, be- 
cause there is a fee connected with it, 
that often materially aids in furnishing 
the stati of life. Mr. Stanly had: is 
cided to appropriate his wedding fees 
to the purchase of books for his library, 
and this call seemed rather to favor his 
late plans than otherwise. Besides, he 
did not expect to be delayed more than 
an hour or two, and therefore congrat- 
ulated himself,on the whole, that he 
had received the invitation. Had it 
been for the afternoon instead of the 
ae it would have still more high- 
ly tified him. 

Paeaday came, and nine o’clock 
found she. preacher at the appointed 
place. os had ever made it a rule to 
be prompt in fulfillin his 
ments, adh often afflicted with t 
delays of those with whom it was his 
furtune to be associated. On this oc- 
‘casion it was soon ascertained that the 
parties were not in readiness. They 
were waiting for friends to come from 
a distanee, and for various arrange- 
ments which were yet incomplete. Mr. 
Stanly therefore sat down, and picking 
up a little book which he found on the 
table, attempted to read. The persons 
present were all strangers, and as they 
were hurriedly passing to and fro, 
cracking their ye with each other— 
many of which were of no edifying 
character—and otherwise amusing 
themselves, he took it for granted that 
his course would not be cyber into 
one of disrespect. 

An hour passed and the scene con- 
tinued much the same. Additions to 


the company continued to arrive, but 
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the ‘** wedding ”’ seemed as far off as 
ever. Occasionally some one would 
come along by the minister’s corner, 
and congratulate ‘*the elder ’’ on his 
fortune in having so many calls 
of this character, and at the same time 
throw out a hint as to the value of such 
occasions to those who were favored 
with the liberal fees usually given.— 
Under these circumstauces, Mr. Stanly 
maintained as cheerful an air as possi- 
ble, though he was far from enjoying 
the hilarity with which he was sur- 
_ rounded. He thought of his books at 
home, and the needless waste of time 
to which he was thus subjected, and 
saw with pain that his plan was being 
frustrated for at least another day. 

At a quarter past eleven, a move 

was made which indicated the readi- 
ness Of the ies to have the cere- 
mony ormed. ‘The house became 
suddenly still, and while the service 
continued, this silence prevailed; but no 
sooner were the happy pair pronounced 
one, than came another scene of con- 
fusion. Retreshments were now served, 
and the minister was expected, as a 
matter of course, to remain and par- 
ticipate with the company. This de- 
tained him another hour, as it would 
seem disrespectful to break away, and 
his time for study was now entirely 
gone. 
While dinner was being served, the 
lady of the house inquired of the 
preacher why Mrs. Stanly did not ac- 
company him. He gave an answer 
which he saw was not satisfactory, as 
it seemed the family had really - 
ed her, though no invitation halt bess 
extended, and no wish expressed to 
have her present. They took it for 
granted that a minister’s wife should 
not wait for the common civilities of 
life, but as a sort of a privileged char- 
acter, should break over the rules of 
courtesy, and make herself everywhere 
at home. For not doing so, she was 
pero indirectly though distinctly cen- 
sured, 


& 


Mr. Stanly returned early in the af- 
ternoon, with a fee of one dollar for 
services rendered. He was almost 
tempted to go into his study even then, 


ang make up the loss he had so un- 


necessarily suffered. But there was 


much to engage him elsewhere, and he © 


accordingly refrained. ~ | | 
On the day following, he suffered no 
interruptions. This morning’s hours 
were wholly devoted to his books, and 
he was prepared to receive with plea- 
sure a number of friends who visited 
him from a distance, and spent the af- 
ternoon and evening at the parsonage. 
As some of these remained over night, 
Thursday found him away from the 
study, so that during this day nothing 
was accomplished. Two precious hours 
were wasted on Friday by the call of 
a temperance lecturer, who wished to 
obtain the use of the church for the 
purpose of presenting the claims of the 
great reformation, in which he was en- 
gaged. As Mr. Stanly had been seve- 
ral times imposed upon by this class of 
men, he had come to exercise great 
cautiousness in admitting them to his 
pulpit. The trustees very unwisely 
left these matters entirely to the min- 
ister, and when applications were made 
for the church, invariably referred them 
to his decision. This course made a 
draft upon his time whieh he could illy 
afford to meet. He was also frequent- 
ly exposed to censure, by being thus 
compelled to assume responsibilities 
not properly belonging to his office. 
The loss which he suffered on,this oc- 
casion was comparatively small to'that 
at other times endured, and yet it 
tically robbed him of a day “which 


ought to have been a the Mag- 


ter’s work. 

Saturday only remained. It was 
also broken in upon: so that but little 
was accomplished. On the whole, the 
two weeks’ experiment had been a fail- 
ure; and Mr. Stanly, now that he more 
clearly saw his situation; was deeply 
troubled at the result. Heretofore he 
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had supposed his delinquency to be 
in part voluntary, and thought himself 
able to make application, at pleasure, 
to the studies which demanded his at- 
tention. The trial just made con- 
vinced him of his mistake. He was 
surrounded by influences that he could 
not control, and his long-cherished 
hopes must be abandoned, or a new 
mode of labor adopted. 

Under these circumstances, he care- 
fully examined the field before him.— 
It was evidently his duty to study, to 
make himself approved as a minister 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He had 
never even hoped for permanent use- 
fulness without a thorough preparation 
for his pulpit services. This it was 


. Impossible to secure, unless he could 


command more of his time for this 
purpose, than he had heretofore taken. 
On the whole, he began to suspect 
that he had spent too many of his 
hours in social intereourse among his 
people. A large proportion of his 
congregations had apparently come to 
the conclusion that the chief part of a 
minister’s business was to go from 
house to house, and that everything 
else was to be made subservient to this 
great and paramount work.. This un- 
reasonable clamor for pastoral visiting 
had not been without its influence, and 
while the people were gratified, the 
minister was suffering serious embar- 
rassment. It was now evident that he 
could not meet the demands of the 
me to which he had been called of 
, and.at thesame time comply with 
the wishes of his brethren, who were 
making the preaching of the gospel an 
affair of secon importance. 
» With regard to a question of this 
character, lie could not long hesitate. 
The command to go and preach the 
gospel was imperative; and if the 
church issued a call conflicting with 
the proper performance of this duty, 
it must be disregarded. He felt bound 
to obey God rather than men. 


Yet it not be supposed that. Mr. 


‘Stanly under-estimated the value of 
pastoral visiting. While looking u 
on it as vastly important, he simply 
came to the conclusion that it was 
secondary to the preaching of the word, 
and consequently to the work of mak- 
ing proper preparation for the duties 
of the pulpit. The resolution was ac- 
cordingly adopted to take, first of all, 
the necessary time for study, and de- 
vote what remained to the incidental 
departments of a minister’s occupa- 
tion. 

The plan thus formed was faithfully 
executed, and with the happiest results. 
The thoughtless complained, as they 
had ever done, that the preacher did 
not visit as much as he ought, but the 
more intelligent and really pious por- 
tion of the church approved the pas- 
tor’s course, and encouraged bim in 
his chosen way. He was soon satis- 
fied that a greater of success. 
followed his labors, than if he had 
yielded to the unscriptural and unrea- 
sonable demands made upon his time 


attention. 
Mr. Stanly was never afterward re- 
puted to be a t visitor. He did 


not neglect this duty, and was perhaps 
equal to the average of his brethren in 
attending to it, but he did not allow it 
to interfere with the regular and higher 
branches of the ministerial calling.— 
Among the sick and poor he was fre- 
quently to be found; and here no man 
charged him with delinquency. His 
efforts in this direction were in no wise 
lessened, and doubtless many such will 
rise up in the judgment and call him 
blessed. But the fashionable minis- 
terial chit-chat of the times, the kind 
of visiting in so great demand, was al- 
most entirely abandoned, except when 
indulged in as a recreation from more 
stern and laborious duties.—Life in the 
Itinerancy. 


Righteousness exalteth a nation: but 


sin is a reproach to any people. 
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Formation of Character. 


Much has been said and written on 
the subject of Education, and much re- 
mains to be said. Its results are as 
imperishable as the mind itself, and 
too much care and study cannot be 
‘bestowed upon it. Although many 


ate upon his pupils, but if he has a 
place in their affections, he can coun- 
teract much in those influences that 
may be evil. With truth, character 
is said to be made up of the fragments 
of other characters. In some persons, 
these fragments appear to be thrown 


improvements have been made, and together, and remain in'separate parts, 


the best method of imparting’ a knowl- 
edge of some of the sciences may have 
been ascertained, one devotedly en- 
in conducting the education of 
others, feels that only a beginning has 
been made. While he delights to per- 
ceive the development of the expand- 
ing intellect, he is anxious that the mo- 
tives which are to guide the intellect 
be high and worthy. It is no trifling 
part of the duty of a teacher to ascer- 
tain the different qualities of mind pos- 
sessed by those who are subject to his 
direction. These qualities constitute 
‘ the character, and are in part the result 
of education. The foundation, no 
doubt, is laid in early life, and its orig- 
inal elements are bestowed by Nature, 
which seems to delight in forming a 
pleasing variety here, as well as in the 
features of thecountenance. It is still 
an unsettled point which is the most 
influential in forming the character, 
the natural disposition or education. 
Among those who think education is 
the chief agent, is Elihu Burritt ; but 
those of common ability judge that if 
his natural powers were not very un- 
common, there would be more than one 
“Learned Blacksmith” in a generation. 


The question may be left to the deci-|P 


sion of philosophers, while the teacher 
aims to make education do all it can. 
He should have a clear perception of 
what constitutes the noblest character, 
and then imitate the skilful gardener, 
who bestows upon each plant the cul- 
ture it requires, neither e 
‘siring that they should be exactly 
suNlar, but that each may be beauti- 
ful avd perfect. The teacher cannot 
contr¢l all the influences which oper- 


a, 


> 


ting, nor’ 


instead of taking a fixed form, and 
these are as incapable of independent 
action as an infant of using the stren 
of manhood. Itis painful to behold 
them so much at the mercy of circum- 
stances. While surrounded by associ- 
ates of right principles, they appear to 
be like them, but if suddenly placed 
among those of a different stamp, they 
soon sink to a level with the lowest. — 
In others these fragments serve only 
to strengthen and consolidate that 
which is already formed, producing a 
beautiful and symmetrical whole. 
Whatever may be their circumstances 
or situation theimeven course, in the 
way they have marked out for them- 
selve, resembles- that of a star in its 


difficulty and trial, may be predicted 
with as much certainty. If each could 
discern his own character as clearl 

as it is discerned by others, he would 
know what ents to receive, and 
what to reject, in order to improve it. 
No teaching is so powerful as that of 
the living example ; and as that of the 
teacher is so constantly before the pu- 
pil, it is to be ex that some 
fragments of his character will ocen- 
y a place in that of his pupils., This 
is often quite apparent. Should» he 
not then perfect himself for the sake 
of others We look around us in 
vain for a perfect model. None pos- 
sess all the excellent qualities accom- 
panied by no defect. But a choice 
few may be found, who although im- 
perfect, are truthful and sincere, ever 


pursuing that which will promote the 
best interests of their fellow creatures. 
‘They have attained a true idea of life, 
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and their noble character shines through 
their various acts of benevolence. 
‘Nothing is more delightful than to 
see one wisely directing, and constant- 
ly employing, all his talents in bene- 
ting his race. Such live to bless 
and be a blessing, and are worthy of 
imitation. But let those who would 
copy their example remember that 
their highest excellences are attained 
by following the example of Him in 
whom in every perfect and excellent; 
quality is concentrated.—Massachu- 
setts Teacher. 4 


The Cincinnati Meetings. 

It is known to most of our read- 
ers that the Anniversary Week of the 
three Societies which have for some 
years been in existence, commenced on} 
* the 21st of October. Many of the) 
brethren are also aware that there was 
also a call made for a." Mass Meeting” 
to be holden simultaneous with the an- 
versaries. It was also the general un- 
standing among all parties that the 
great objects of the meeting were to 
take suitable measures for the final dis- 
solution of the Bible and Publication 
Soeieties, and for the re-organization 


ty. 
_ Inaccordance with the aforesaid facts, 


the meeting convened on Tuesday, the 
Qist, at 10 o'clock, and continued its 
sessions’ morning and evening until 
Thursday night. The meetings, though 
not numerowsly attended, either by 
persons froma distance or by the citi- 
zens, were very. interesting. Much 
unanimity of opinion relative to the 
great objects in view, and fraternal feel- 
ing, prevailed. We have not space 
now to give a detailed account of the 


and vivifying of the Missionary Socie- 


‘number, For. the present we simply 
announce that the Missionary Society 
was re-mapned, re-officered, and its 
constitution revised in order to make it 
meet the demands of the whole broth- 
erhood. Among the most interesting 
features connected with the whole af- 
fair was a sermon delivered by brother 
Alexander Campbell on the Lord’s day 
preceding, from the sublime motto, 
‘*‘Lord, what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him,’’ and an address delivered on 
the Friday evening following, at Green- 
wood Hall, on thesubject of General Ed- 
tion. Both discourses were of a high 
order, and we think cannot fail to in- 
struct those who had the good fortune 
to hear them, The speaker, although 
at the verge of his ‘‘ three score years 
and ten,” is yet in the full possession 
of that giant intellect for which he is 
so universally celebrated. Long may 
he live to possess and exercise them in 
the dissemination of Truth! | 

Hereafter we design the presentation 
of the general subject of missions be- 
fore the readers of the Magazine. 
J. B. 
Book Notices. 

‘Lire ww tHe 
beautiful volume is just issued from 
the extensive publishing house of 
Messrs. Miller, Orton, & Mulligan, 
New York. It is the most faithful pic- 
ture of ministerial life, in its manifold 
bearings, we have seen. The characters 
are all life-like, and cannot fail to be 
recognized by the reader as within the 
circle of his own acquaintances. Al- 
though the scenes are drawn from the 


— 


proceedings, but will do so in the Dee. 
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.M. E. Ohureh, they will, in the main, 
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suit other and especial- 
ly ours. No christian can read the 
book without being benefitted. We 
give, in another part of this number, 
a specimen chapter. It contains some 


pages, and is gotten up in the very 


best style. Price, $1,25. 


“Tae Curistian Virtues ”—Is an- 
other vol. of 300 pp., published by the 
same enterprising firm. It is an “TI- 
lustrated Allegory” in which Truth 
Liberty, Faith, Hope, Charity, Mercy, 
Justice, Patience, Humility, Tempe- 
rance, &c., are represented as a “ Di- 
vine Family. “ 


Original in design, and felicitous in 
execution, it cannot fail to interest the 
refined taste of the reader. Price, 
$1,25, ex. cloth, gilt. : 


Tae ALMANAC AND I)1a- 
ry,’’ designed for Ohio, Ind., ll., and 
Ky., by B. F. Sanford, publisher of the 
‘Ohio Valley Farmer.” This is de- 
cidedly an improvement upon the 
usual publications of its class. Be- 
sides the usual calculations found in 
almanacs, and a blank diary, which 
will be found very convenient to every 
person, it also contains a large amount 


of useful reading, especially to farmers, | 


gardeners, and fruit growers. 
25 cents. 


Price, 


School Books. 

The following useful works from the 
publishing house of W. Morris Colton, 
Boston, and for sale by Messrs. Tru- 
man & Spofford, of this citypave been 
laid on our table: 

“Tae anp Haart, or School 
and Fireside Reading for Children,” is 


onal volume of 160 pages, got- 


ten up, and is, as we think, admirably 
adapted, as its title indicates, to aid in 
the cultivation of “the mind and 
heart.’? Many adults. might be great- 
ly benefitted by its perusal. 

Huonprep 
and Original,” is a respectable duodeci- 
mo of 312 pages. It is designed for 
reading, and exbibitions in schools, 
a cademies,and private circles. It af- 
fords the largest and best collection of 
this species of composition that we 
have seen, and is worthy the attention 
of teachers, parents, and all those in- 
terested in the education of the rising 
generation. 


“THe ScHoon Harr,” and School | 


Melodies,’”’ are both compilations of 
songs and tunes, designed for children, 
The first for small, and the second for 
smaller. They each contain enough 
elementary lessons to enable children 
to sufficiently master the science of 
music, to sing the beautifnl songs 
with which they abound. We hail 
with pleasure every thing of the kind 
calculated to promote the introduction 
of music in our schools, whether pub- 
lic or private. J. B. 


Sheet 


We have received. a musical sheet 
arranged for the piano, comprising 
two * Songs for the Times.” “The 
Republican Army,” and ‘“The Cause of 
Liberty.’’ The words and Music ar- 
ranged by H. M. Addison. Published 
by B. Brainard & Co., Cleveland.— 


| Price, 25 cents single copy, or 5 
for $1,, post paid. ~~ 
We have alsoreceived ‘‘ The Alco- 
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